Acute surgical wound care. 2: The wound healing process.
The first article in this series on acute surgical wound care traced the history of surgical wound care from primitive dressings and techniques of closure used in the past to the present-day approaches. It also outlined the classification of acute surgical wounds (Vol 7(18): 1101-6). This second article describes the four stages of wound healing in acute surgical wounds, using clinical slides to illustrate the wound healing process. General factors, such as age, nutrition and medication, and local factors, including a moist environment, blood supply and wound infection, will be discussed to demonstrate their importance in promoting optimum wound healing.